
Direct Subsidized Loans, Direct Unsubsidized Loans,
and Direct PLUS Loans 11 - 14

LOAN LIMITS

Direct PLUS Loans do not have finite annual and aggregate loan limits, as
do Direct Subsidized and Unsubsidized Loans (see below). A parent may
borrow any amount up to the dependent student’s cost of attendance
(COA) minus other estimated financial assistance for that student
(COA - EFA = Direct PLUS Loan limit).

Loan limits for Direct Subsidized and Unsubsidized Loans and subsidized
and unsubsidized Federal Stafford Loans are the same. The chart below
shows the maximum amounts a student may borrow in a combination of
Direct Subsidized and Unsubsidized Loans. Direct Loan Program
borrowing limits always include the amounts a student has outstanding in
subsidized and unsubsidized loans under both the Direct Loan and FFEL
programs, even if the student has consolidated any of these loans. If the
borrowing limits have been met, the loans must be repaid in full or in part
before a student may apply again for Direct Subsidized or Unsubsidized
Loans. Federal and Direct PLUS Loans are not included when assessing
outstanding subsidized and unsubsidized indebtedness.

Direct Subsidized and Unsubsidized Combined Annual 
and Aggregate Loan Limits

    
Student Year

       
Annual Limit

   
Aggregate Limit

1. No more than $2,625 of this amount may be in subsidized loans.
2. No more than $3,500 of this amount may be in subsidized loans.
3. No more than $5,500 of this amount may be in subsidized loans.
4. No more than $23,000 of this amount may be in subsidized loans.
5. No more than $8,500 of this amount may be in subsidized loans.
6. No more than $65,500 of this amount may be in subsidized loans.

Dependent Undergraduates

1st year

2nd year

3rd, 4th, and 5th years

Independent Undergraduates

1st year

2nd year

3rd, 4th, and 5th years

Graduate Students

$2,625

$3,500

$5,500 $23,000

$6,6251

$7,5002

$10,5003 $46,0004

$18,5005 $138,5006
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